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Over to you



● Finding sources 
● Volume
● Terminology 
● Accessibility 
● Literacy
● Consistency and Approach
● Understanding and Experience
● Why?

Challenges



“Highly effective, consistent and 
accurate use of an academic 
method of referencing with no 
omissions”

Why is it Needed?



● Needed for AO/LO’s of EPQ and 
Individual Project + a lot of other level 
3 specifications.

● Preparation for HE.
● Critical Thinking.
● Independent learning. 
● Literacy. 
● Individual Project/EPQ levels the 

playing field with learners in England 
who will not have AS results when 
they apply to HE.

Benefits: The Bigger Picture



● Lots of focus on picking a 
title/question but not much after.

● Learners struggle with “getting 
started”.

● More guided research time.
● It’s not just about SWOT.
● BYOD or ensure one can be 

provided.
● Literacy vs digital literacy.

Lesson Resources and Ideas



● Makes more sense to start with 
this. 

● “Easier”.
● More accessible – IF they’re 

selecting appropriately. 
● Reliant on access. 
● Often rushed. 
● Often done backwards e.g. “This is 

what I want to say, now I’ll find 
something that supports it…”

Secondary Research



3 lessons: 

1: Secondary research: find and select 
2: Primary research: Informed practice
3: Synthesise your findings

Tools to Support Learners



● JSTOR
● Google Scholar
● UK Data Services
● BYOD
● Guided research time, 

walkthroughs, explanations 

JSTOR

Lesson 1: Secondary Research



ExamplesExamples “Find me an article on… X, Y and Z…”

What project topics would these be useful for? Build one together.
Science Economics Literature



ExamplesExamples
Provide a different random academic article OR subject specific 
documents such as applications for research funding, abstracts, 

reports etc. each lesson to familiarise learners with both unfamiliar 
content and the format and tone of different text sources

What project topics would these be useful for? Build one together.
Science Economics Literature



To combat the threat to human health and biosecurity from antimicrobial 
resistance, an understanding of its mechanisms and drivers is needed.

Emergence of antimicrobial resistance in microorganisms is a natural 
phenomenon, yet antimicrobial resistance selection

been driven by antimicrobial exposure in health care, agriculture, and the 
environment

The boxes on the left will move across the text.
Note down as much information as the box skims the text.

ExamplesSkim Reading
Adds an element of competition and 
improves student’s ability to record 

information faster



ExamplesThe Joy of Skim Reading

● Lessens the task.

● Opportunity to go over the basics: Don’t use the intro, look for findings and 
declarative statements.

● Learners need to be told how to select from unfamiliar information. 

● Especially difficult for STEM learners who are out of practice.
 

● PEE can help, but not if they analyse in the same way they did in GCSE 
English. 

● What research did the researcher use?



Effects of onward 
transition

Section 
specifically 

for key 
messages

Q&A for 
clarity 

Model how to critically 
select, identify 

validity/bias/reliability

Modelling



“In 20 bullet points, summarise this 
article.”

“What does the following article say 
about how antimicrobials are used?” 

Reading with Artificial Intelligence



Conducting Their Own Research

● Opportunity for them to find their 
own relevant sources.
 

● Identify reliability/validity.

● Opportunity to start building 
bibliography or work in groups with 
subject specialisms.

● Introduce Harvard/other recognised 
reference system.



Lesson 2: Primary Research

● Need to understand 
the different types.

● Identifying what’s 
missing or questioning 
findings from 
secondary research.

● Opportunities to 
collect. 

● Confidence to pursue. 



Independent Work

● “Find me…” and relate to 
Assessment Objective.

● “Find me a secondary 
research source in your 
bibliography that uses or 
refers to numerical data”.

● “Find me a source in your 
bibliography that 
demonstrates an element of 
bias”. 



Modelling

● Examples of effective and 
redundant interview questions and 
surveys. 

● Demographic targets. 

● Endorsements/ensuring responses.

● Contacts.



Lesson 3: Synthesising 
Your Findings



Learner-led synthesis

Connecting research by:
● Identifying similarities or 

trends. 

● Observing gaps, 
misinformation or bias 
through use of additional 
sources.

● Responding to gaps within 
own research.

● Call on English GCSE e.g. 
infographics and get them 
to make their own as part of 
planning.



Padlet

How do you make academic 
reading more engaging for 
Level 3 learners?
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